
Good morning, Church.  My name is David Hogan, and I have had the privilege of 
serving as an elder of this church for about the last 4 years.  My wife, Mendie, and I 
have been a part of this church family for almost 20 years.  We have raised two young 
men in this church, one of which I hope is up there and will be part of the youth group 
for a couple more months before he goes off to Lipscomb University. 

Before I start, I want to share that if you have any concern about the next generation, I 
encourage you to spend some time with that group.  Go on a mission trip with them.  
Our youth are phenomenal.  I’m sorry but I get emotional over that.  They are an 
unbelievable group.  Praise God for Bailey and Madison and Alexis who gave their lives 
to the Lord this weekend.  They are phenomenal young women. 

I want to speak to you for a few minutes this morning about the vision at North Atlanta.  
Over the last several months, Don McLaughlin, at the request of the elders, has been 
sharing with you a vision for the future of North Atlanta Church of Christ:  our vision is 
to become a Love First church (hopefully you have heard that term before), a 
congregation of believers that puts the love of Christ in everything that we do.   

As we start to roll out the implementation of this, some of you have asked what some of 
the changes you have seen mean for our future.  What do they say about our direction?  
I want to speak a little bit about that this morning.  While some things change, the 
mission of Christ and His church never changes.  While methods of reaching the world 
change, Scripture and our commitment to the authority of God and His Word is as deep 
and sure as it ever has been.  “Love First” describes the character and work of our Lord.  
This way of stating our vision more clearly and boldly aligns us with God’s original 
mission:  reconciling all people to himself through Christ.  That’s our mission.    

This bolder commitment puts God’s mission ahead of our traditions and our personal 
preferences.   

Just as Jesus set a powerful example of meeting people in the messy-ness of their lives, at 
North Atlanta we intend to Love First everyone – no matter their sin or circumstance.  
We want this congregation to be a place where sinful people, like us, can come and 
begin or move forward in their walk with Christ.  North Atlanta has a long history of 
loving people wherever they are, like Jesus did.  We don’t intend to change that.   

“Love First” does not mean that we overlook our sin or abandon our pursuit of a life of 
holiness.   

So as we continue to implement, people are asking will there be more changes.  Here is 
how I can answer that.  When the mission we are so zealously pursuing calls for a 



change, we will change but only – and please hear this -- in ways that are driven by what 
we believe the Bible teaches.  That has been a core value of this church from its birth.   

We want to relate to culture but we do not intend to let culture dictate what is right or 
wrong.  The source is now, and always will be, God and His holy Word.   God is never 
changing and we are not changing the mission. 

However, the world we live in is changing.  Can I get an “amen”?  We don’t have to 
look too far in history, a couple of days, to see our culture is changing.  The Supreme 
Court redefined the legal definition of marriage and that is not why I am making a 
statement, but it is an example of where we will remain counter-culture, and not follow 
culture when it contradicts what we believe God says.   

If we want to reach the world, this changing world, we can’t continue to use what we 
have always used.  If we want to present the Great Commission to this changing world, 
we must constantly evaluate how we present the Good News.  The method may change 
but the message will not change.  So that is our commitment to you.   

As we have interacted with many of you personally, your responses have been a huge 
range,  from enthusiastic support for and immediate engagement in the vision, to asking 
questions for clarity, to disagreement.  We hear you, and we want to continue to hear 
you.  We will continue to evaluate your comments prayerfully.   

Also through discussion, we hear some of you feel we are dragging our feet and it is 
taking too long and we are not doing it fast enough.  Others feel that we are jumping 
way too fast and not thinking about what we are doing.  Let me give you this 
commitment:  that everything we have done and will do has been done with much 
prayer and discussion. The elders are united in the direction we would like this 
congregation to go.   

Another thing that has become clear to us is that we have not done the best job of 
communicating.  This statement this morning is an effort to change that direction and 
we will continue to look for ways to communicate more and we will have more 
opportunities for elders to come up and give thoughts to the congregation.   We want to 
keep you informed and engaged in the mission.  Again we invite you to continue to give 
us feedback and we will prayerfully consider and evaluate each comment. 

In conclusion I want to share and speak for all of the elders that we are all very 
passionate, we love each and every one of you and we love this church. We pray that we 
will honor God in our leadership.  We also pray that you will pray for us and with us as 
we engage in the mission of our Lord.   


